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Greetings Legionnaires,
Where do I start! Well, let’s go back to
the night the Hutchinson Tigers Football
team honored our Veterans, Fire Fighters,
Police, and First Responders. As many
of you are aware, Legionnaire Bruce
Mcelmury had a life threatening heart
issue on the side line and we almost lost
him. Thanks to quick action and training
Amy Rogotzke, a Physical Therapist from
Hutchinson Health, jumped into action
and began CPR. Bruce is alive today to
tell his story because of her training and
action. We were able to attend the Homecoming Game and present Ms. Rogotzke
with the American Legion Award for Heroism. It is a night of celebrating life that I
will never forget!
After discussing the event our American
Legion Post 96 decided we are going to
now repay the debt and send 24 of our
members to CPR & AED Certification
Training in January. As Veterans we carry
a responsibility to our community to continue our service. Having 24 more members trained to save lives is part of our Legion Pillar of Community Service, and it’s
the right thing to do. If you would like to
be included in the training, please contact
Commander Burley or our office.
We also had the opportunity to share in
thanking Sam Flom, our Gambling Manager for his 30+ years of service to our
Post. Thank you to Sam, and to all who
came to the Post 96 Birthday/Charter/
Retirement Party and celebrated with us.
We are happy so many enjoyed the State
of The Legion Presentation explaining
our Programs and wonderful efforts of all
our Veteran Volunteers. Accountability to
our members is important, and we always
look at adding value to your membership
in all our Organization.
On December 16th we will be offering
a Free Mental Health Community Action
Event at Cross Point Church. The Event
Begins at 6 PM. Chris Shaw, a Veteran,
and the Key Presenter that evening, has
also agreed to hold a QPR (Question, Persuade, and Refer) Mental Health Class for
any of our Veterans interested in joining in
assisting us in (Continues on pg. 2)

Holiday Blessings! Hope everyone enjoyed
their Thanksgiving with their family and
friends. Winter will be here shortly….a
snowflake is one of God’s most fragile
creations, but look what they can do when
they stick together! This is our Auxiliary!
Thank you all so much for all you do!
On Veterans’ Day, we honored 33 veterans
in the Hutchinson senior care facilities (River
Oaks, Woodstone, and Harmony River). Each
veteran received a treat bag containing fruit,
muffin, candy, Rice Krispie treat, a poppy,
and a thank you card. A bag of chocolate
kisses with a thank you card and balloon
was given to each staff. A short program of
prayers, readings, and songs was presented
at Harmony River and was enjoyed by all
their residents.
For American Education Week, Education
chairperson, Judy Bryant made up goodie
baskets and we delivered to all Hutch area
school personnel, school bus, and Community
Education staff. The baskets are always
so appreciated, but its not enough for what
teachers, bus drivers, and staff all do!
Being a 3M retiree, I requested a donation of
medical items. Well, 3M was very generous
and gave us a plentiful pallet!! Items were
bandages, coban, Tegaderm, socks, etc. Our
1st Vice, Lois Sossenheimer, offered her
garage to sort and bag. Recipients were:
McLeod County VSO, Hastings Veterans
Home, Common Cup Ministry/Hutch, St.
Cloud VA, Chippewa County VSO, Meeker
County Sheriff Paramedic Squad, Kandiyohi
County, Renville County, Mpls HS classroom,
and individual veterans. Lois also donated
thermal blankets, stocking caps, hand and toe
warmers for the homeless veterans.
At the Fall Conference in Mahnomen, we
donated children’s pajamas for President
Patti’s sub project for the children of warriors
who are at Eagle’s Healing Next. The
estimated value of all pajamas received at
the conference was $12,000! Cash donations
totaled $2861 for toddler beds and pack ‘n
play beds. We also donated items for the
Silent Auction for the Auxiliary Emergency
Fund…$5037 was raised!
Please join us for some fun at our Fun
Fundraiser on Wednesday, December 8, at
3BC Brewery (Continues on pg. 2)

Season’s Greetings Fellow Voyageurs.
Well, we made it through another stressful
but busy year. We had a successful CashWise cookout, good attendance at Promenades, a great response from the Big Toys
for Little Kids Expo-which we got good
advertising on TV and newspapers, also
gave away 600 hotdogs. Our Voiture and
Grand had good representation at The
MIN-DAKOTA Promenade and Promenade Nationale in Springfield, MO. This
year we will have a Nurses Scholarship
Banquet Saturday December 4 at the VFW
starting at 4PM. The Banquet had to be
cancelled last year because of the Covid.
There are 7 students receiving Scholarship money this year. All well qualified
students. All Voyageurs and their spouses
are encouraged to attend the Banquet and
see where some of your hard-earned dollars go. Hopefully, you receive the newsletter in time for the info. WE DO NEED A
HEADCOUNT FOR THE DINNER. Give
Jerry a call at 612-616-4434 If you plan on
attending. We picked up a few new members but there is always room for more. We
still need to get 2022 dues renewals from
the following Voyageurs before January
1: Brett Anderson, Dave Barnhart, John
Breene, Scott Erpelding, Theo Fotis, Doug
Klein, Gary Kotlarz, Mel Kramer, Norbert
Kramer, Gary Mallak, Micheal Peterson,
Kevin Thorud, Gary Vogt, Darrell Ward
and Richard Ward. You need to renew for
2022 by January 1 or you will not be able to
attend any 40&8 functions. December 31 is
the Nationale cutoff date to keep your current years status. We are still 125 members
strong, the largest Voiture in Minnesota.
We need all your renewals to continue our
programs.
The membership voted on a Raffle Calendar this year for 2022 with 53 winners
instead of individual ticket sales. The $20
calendars were a big hit and easier to sell.
250 calendars were sold giving us a good
sum of money for scholarships. We would
also like to thank the Hutchinson American
Legion, Litchfield American Legion and
the DAV for their donations to the cause.
A reminder that our Promenades are held
on the first (Continues on pg. 2)

(Continues from pg 1 Commanders Message) stopping Veteran Suicide. The QPR
Mission is to reduce suicidal behaviors
and save lives by providing innovative,
practical, and proven suicide prevention
training. The signs of crisis are all around
us. We believe we need to be proactive
and make a positive difference in the lives
of our Community by learning to identify
the signs. If you would like to attend the
training, please let the Commander or our
office know ASAP. The training is being
set up and we will be in contact with anyone interested with the time and location.
If you weren’t able to attend the Saluting
Community Heroes event featuring LTC
Oliver North, Ret. USMC, you missed
a great night. Mr. North’s presentation
was second to none and the support our
Veterans received from many in Hutchinson and from around the State provided
a record amount of donations to organizations who work daily with Veterans in
Crisis. We have not gotten the final tally yet, but I looks like this year’s event
matched and may have surpassed all the
other year’s donations combined. Follow
us on Facebook for exciting news about
the event and about next year’s speaker
and happenings. Our Facebook Page is
Post 96 Hutchinson or Saluting Community Heroes. Thanks to Shad & Melissa
Ketcher for their dedication to this event
and for trusting Hutchinson American
Legion Post 96 as a partner in this great
effort. Lives have been changed, lives
have been saved, and God’s work is never
complete until we all join in the effort to
support each other.
In other news, the new permanent speaker system has been installed at the McLeod County Veterans Park. Thanks to
Dave Skoog and all the members of the
Memorial Committee for working to get
this project completed. With the new
speaker system and connections we will
have great sound at all of our events held
at the Memorial Park.
Thanks to Executive Committee member
and Past Department Commander Don
Pankake, our Hutchinson Legion Post
website is being updated more frequently.
Don is proud of the fact that the calendar
of events is also updated and is a great resource for our members. Check out his
great work at www.hutchlegion.org.
As we close out this year’s full calendar
of events, we are proud that the Hutchinson Schools will once again let the Special
Needs Children attend our Christmas Party for them this year. On December 16th

(Continues from column 1) we will host
all the special needs children at the VFW.
This event was started back in 1989 and
until Covid last year, we haven’t missed
a year. We are working with Target again
this year for the children’s gifts, and Santa
& Mrs. Clause are ready to create love and
smiles for all our children in attendance.
In closing I want to let you all know that
this will be my last year as Commander.
Not because I haven’t enjoyed and been
blessed by all the wonderful comradery
that has been afforded me over the last 4
years, but because I am a believer in term
limits for all persons in Leadership positions. If all goes as planned, our Commander Elect is Diane Jankowski. Diane
will assume the Commander duties at the
end of this next year but I wanted to start
familiarizing you with her great skills and
ability early. Yes, for the first time in 100
years, we will have a female Veteran leading our Organization. I am proud that I
will hand the guidon of the Hutchinson
Legion Post 96 to a strong, competent
leader who has displayed the willingness and ability to lead our Organization
into the future. You will be seeing more
from Vice Commander Jankowski moving
forward and I hope you provide her with
the same respect and unwavering support
I have received. I am blessed by having
served with all of you, for all of you!
For God and Country, our American Legion Post 96 has, and will continue, to do
the work of our Community and Nation
for the good of all! Thank you!
Tim Burley, Commander
(Continues from pg 1 40&8 message)

Wednesday of the month and all members are
encouraged to attend and join the fellowship
and great meals at the Promenades. This is
where you can bring your ideas, likes, dislikes, etc. to the floor. This is NOT a one-person organization.
Your input at Promenades is always welcomed. We are not getting any younger,
meaning anyone interested in helping out on
the committees or going through the chairs
is welcomed. Someone should step up and
learn the works of the Correspondant’s job.
It’s been a great 26+ years but someday it
will come to an end and the Voiture will need
someone as a Sous Correspondant to fill the
shoes. Come and join the fun.
We all grieve for our lost Comrades and wish
you and your families a happy and joyous
Holiday season.
Dave Heidebrink, Chef de Gare
Jerry Block, Correspondant

(Continues from pg 1 Presidents Message)

from 5 to 8. We receive $1 for every beer/
growler sold! We will also have a bake sale,
games, door prizes…don’t forget to wear your
ugly sweater!! Bring your friends!
We will not have a meeting in December, our
next meeting will be January 19.
December is Veterans Affairs and
Rehabilitation month. Veteran’s homelessness
is in our daily news. We need to help our
veterans. One way is to Connect with
Minnesota’s Homeless Veterans Coordinators
at the Mpls. and St. Cloud VAHCS (find
them at www.va.gov) to find out where your
assistance is needed.
January is National Security month.
Remember to wear RED on Fridays…
REMEMBER EVERYONE DEPLOYED.
January is also Legislative month. We need to
build relationships with our state legislators,
congressional representatives and our U.
S. senators and their staff. Connect with
other civic organizations in our community
and communicate The American Legion’s
legislative priorities for potential support
and membership opportunities. Attend local
town hall meetings. Become informed and
create an opportunity to network with these
community and civic organizations.
January 25 is the McLeod County Council
meeting at the VFW, Hutch, at 7pm. Everyone
is welcome. Tracy Kleiman, our Girls State
chairperson, will tell us all about what’s
happening at Girls State.
Happy 2022! Stay healthy! Remember to
always keep our veterans and our military at
home and abroad in your prayers.
Please always keep our military at home and

Fun
Fundraiser
Supporting Hutchinson American Legion
Auxiliary, Unit 96
Wednesday, December 8th, 2021
5:00-8:00 P.M.
Bobbing Bobber Brewery Company (3BC)
900 15 South, Hutchinson
• Door Prizes
• Bake Sale
• Games
Come dressed to impressed with your favorite ugly sweater!
$1 of every pint or growler will be go to the Auxiliary.
*Snacks and non-alcoholic beverages will be available
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American Legion Post 96 Past Commander Tim Burley and Chaplain Dave Heidebrink
presented Retiring Gambling Manager Sam Flom with a gift for his many years of service.

The American Legion Post 96 presented Amy Rogotzke with the American Legion Heroism
Medal at the Hutchinson Tigers Homecoming Game. From left to right, Bruce Mcelmury,
Amy Rogotzke, Joe Nagel, Hutchinson Police Department, Commander Burley, Adjutant
Chris Kleiman.

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

Hutchinson, MN
Permit No. 24

